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SUBJECT: CIBE AND THE TREATMENT OF LDC EXTERNAL DEBT 

REF: A. STATE 160431, B. SECTO 17077, C. LONDON 10149 

1 . JOHN MASON ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY IN THE FCO, 

WHO RAISED THE QUESTION OF US-EC DIFFERENCES OF 
APPROACH TO LDC DEBT WITH UNDER SECRETARY ROGERS (SEE 
REF B, PARA 7), WAS INFORMED BY THE BRITISH TREASURY 
(REF C) OF THE US VIEWS AS PRESENTED IN REF A. MASON 
WELCOMES THIS STATEMENT OF US VIEWS, AND FEELS IT IS NOT 
INCONSISTENT WITH BRITISH, AND EC, ATTITUDES - I.E. THE 
CONCERNS HE EXPRESSED TO UNDER SECRETARY ROGERS HAVE 
BEEN RELIEVED. HIS INITIAL REACTIONS AMOUNTED TO BELIEF 
THAT THIS POSITION WILL SUFFICE OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL 
MONTHS, BUT MORE WILL BE REQUIRED BY NEXT MARCH. 

BY THIS HE MEANT THAT LDCS WOULD NOT IN THE LONQER RUN 
BE SATISFIED WITH CIEC WORK ON THE "2ND TYPE OF DEBT 
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